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| From a Gentelman in North Britain tothe 
| Right Honourable, the Farl of Seafield, | 


| concerning the Improvement of the 
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denz when 1 was ft Year at London, to fend Your Lordſhip Stent Memiir, covevr- 
| | Lig the Salmond Fiſhing of North Britain; But I ſuppoſe Your other mo1e worthy Affziys 
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did not at that time allow You to Couſider of it, and the Various, both. Publick and Privare * 
Affars, with which You are Buſied. have perhaps Diverted Your Thoughts from this ons ia 
particular. Vet, ſince l humbly conceive, fo very Important, aud Your Lordſhips ſo Zealouſly | 
Streuuous in promoting the Publick-Good, that 1 taks once more the Liberty, to put You 1 * 
mind of this 'Uletvl but Mifmanaged Branch of our Northern Trade; and the rather, becauſe © 
| of late, a Perſon, Eminedr for his Quality and Parts in this Place, has wrote a moſſ Judicious ; 
Letter, concerning the Fiſhery of Herring, Codd, Ling, aud all White Fiſh, that abound ou the 
Coaſts acd Iſlaads of North Brizajn; and he has fo well demonſtrated the Kaſie Meang of Im. 
| proving the Filhery, to the Vaſt Increaſe of our Wealth and Power, ihat it were in vain to offer 
_ auy-4hivg ne upon the Subject. But he has ſpoke nothiog at all to the Salmond Fiſhing, wle 
yet. de ſer ves to be more particularly taken Notice of; becauſe, we daily Reap the A deabtsges 5 
| ofir, aud may, wich no more Labour, and vety little more Expenfe, draw Twenty times moro 
* latere ſt from this Our Native and. Pecbliar Stock. than . at prefear 1 ſpeak wit in Boui = - 
18 hall inflantly. be made Kn. ee BO ey Sores bee ns, 
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We have already very good Laws Enacted upainſt ſuch, as by undue means? Destro tibe 
| Salmond, cis pity they ſhould be fo little obſerved : For I have known a Poor Fellow hot 105 
Vorth a Groat; Kill With 1 Spear in one Nights time an Hundred Black Fiſh or Kipper bo 
Wers- all for the moſt part, full of Ragas Uiſpawaed ; Now had thefe been preferved 205. © 
by Law and Reaſon they ought, one of the above mentioned Number would ig s 'ſhott Tins 
| have Multiplyed,” beyond whar ſeems Credible, although the third part had büt come to per- 
ſection. They might have made more than 20 Bacrels of Salmiond, a' Thoufand of” che Rif 
| cality kind of People in Diffsrent peris of Notth Btirdio, do all att the fame time as woch 
|” - Miſchief as | Mentioned : And even-a great many Gentlemen, Inhabjtanrs by the Niverg“ 
gare guilty of the ſame Crimes, which are proof/both ot the Non obſervance of the lAws kun kee! 9 
late to this matter, and of the Prodipious Treaſure that · is thus Miſerably Delapidatec. 3 
Aud this is not all, For when thoſe Fiſhes that eſcipe free of theſe Enemies and fometime 
| after having Spawned and come to Liſe in their Swiming dowo the Rivers to the Sea tho vo 


bigger than one's Finger, moſt part fuch as the ſame People | Catches theſe, Likeways the 
1 N. of, April and by MIL Ma, tho of little or no Ufe with ſmall Fiſhing Rode, 
Notts, and Creely in Mila- Damms: Millions are thus Deſtroyed before they come to the 


Sea, Whereag were thoſe $Swarms of pretty Creatures, let go, and had Free Paſſage, they would 
Retucu again from the 5e to the Rivers, in leſs than 1wo Months, to wit, June aud July there- 
alter, fo bigg, that about Sixty or Seventy of them, after, Piviog and Curing , -would fill 2 Sal- 
mond Barrel, which contains Ten Scors Gallons, which is near Fourty Engliſh Gallons. How 
open Plenty a Harveſt this would prove to the Reapers, I leave ic to any Equitable Per- 
//%%%%%S mt t 
Loet notwithſtanding all theſe Butcheries and Tot mities, that Ixhauſt fo much of our © 
Wealth, we haye no mean Profir,. even/as things are'cow mataged by out Saimond Fiſhiog c- 
For I have known upwards of two or three Thouſand Barrels Ship: off fromNocthBricaip in one. © 
Years time, Nay, I know and I'm ſuze, Sir Fames Calder. o Moirrown alone, Sold to one, En * eos 
liſh Merchant, a Thouſand Bartels in one Years Fiſhing . Now | ſuppoſe bur #900 Bartels Sofd  _ 
Yearly to Foraign Countries, if ſo I hope no Body will doubt efter' what l have ſaid, but it 
could fend off, at leaſt twenty times as many, that is 460 Barrels, if the Laws were put in f | 
Execution. I mean if Care were taken to preſetve the Black or Kipper Fiſh, before they | 
Spawn the Raans, aud the tender Brood Iro a Murderiag Hands thereafter, © fn 
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1 ſhall agaia ſuppo“ that each Barrel of Salmon Exported from Pritam into France, Italy, 
dad Spain, or even I land, and Sold but at Six pound Steril: For this is the Loweſt Price, 
Wbich if true, as Certsialy it is, 40000 Barrels of Salmon, ſo Exporied, would bring back +5 
\- - on Bricgla 2460060 £3 Nc leaſt Yearly, which would be more than the Equivalent, i Im- 
ported ina Goods or Merchandifes, aud this is a Profite, which none ,of our beyond Sea 
Neighbours can Share in but Britain alone: For I never knew in my Life, a Salmon Catch'c 
in the Sea, a Mile from Land, ſor this is our Property, aud only ours, and therefore the 
more to be Improven, as far as, the Nature ol the Fiſhing will allow. The means are 
- eaſiy, let the Kipper Fiſh, and Tender Brood be preſerved , which may be Eff-Cted as | El 
hinted at before; with little or no Charges, by puting the former. Laws in Execution, and 1 
making ſome few Regulations; Such as I ſhall mention before 1 take leave of you. Icould | 
heartily wiſh, that a part of the whole Fiſhery, and intitely the Salmon Fiſhing, I mean of 
North Britain, were in Her Mpjeſty's Hands.' And the Reaſon of this, ſew or none of the Heri- , 
tors ol the Salmon Fiſhing are Merchants themſelves, nor will they Expoſe their Fiſhing to 


* 


the hazard that Attend Merchandiſiog by Sea. Z 3 i nn 
Hence it is, That they commonly Set or Wadſet their Shares in the Salmond Fiſhing to o- 
thers; whereas if the Queen were Miſttis of the whole, Her Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms 
would take Care of it, which would be Encourag-ment co all Merchants in Britain, and Profit 
Her Majeſty, and make the H-ritors no Loſers; and a Riding Officer or two Appoiated to Se. 
cure the Brood of each Confiderable River, would eff: Qually prevent the Deſtruction and Ha. 
vock that's daily made of Salmond : However, as Matters ſtand, I humbly conceive, that Her 
Majoſiie and the Eſtates of Parliament may be prevailed with if applyed to, and in their Wiſ. 
| doms think fit, to Order that ſuch Neceſſaty Officers may be appointed to attend the Rivers 
at ſuch Times as is neceſſary, which is five or fix Months of the Year. viz. From Ofober, to f 
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tze midle of May, and then to Inform agaiaſt the Guilty, and ſes the Laws put in Execution, 
+ | mall Allowance to be given be the H-retors, or Her Majeſty out of each Barrel of Salmond _ 
to the Officers, would Quicken his Diligence, and keep him to his Duty, the Richeſt Sort. of 
People that are found to Tranſgteſs, ought to be Severly Fin'd, and che Porter Sort that can 
pay no Fines, to be Employed in Her Mejeſties Service, Abroad in time ol War, or ſent to te 
* Plantations in time of Peace, and ſome of them be Examplary puniſhed to the Terror of others, | 
would be ao Hardſhip ſrom whence ſo publick a. Good muſt needs enſu ee 
Thus, my Lord, I have Pcefumed to offer my Thoughts to you, Concerning this Branch of | 


„or indeed can be Imagingd at firſt View, how lar you will concern your fell, or endeavour _ 
to inform the Britiſh Parliament in it ; J leave to your butter Judgment to Decermine, - 1 
ttthiag 1 am ſure of, you will Omitt nothing in your power, that Tends to the Advantage 1 

tze Uaited Kingdom, nor will the Parliament over look what may bs Beneficial to this part | 

olfit in particular, eſpecially if applyed to it by ſuch, a Member as your Lordſhip,. As for the. | 

Method of Curing, its pretty well under ſtood by ſeverals, ' and would be too long here coin. | 

text, I ſhall take another time for that. I ſhall only obferve to your Lordſhip, that its ab. | 

ſ6lutely neceſſary they be cured with Forzigu Salt; For altho Salmond, eſpecially the Grilſes >. 

+ young Fiſh may fook us well to the eye, when Foraign Salt is mixed with Ipland Salt, yer they 

_ * Taſte not ſo well, or can be half fo long preſerved, 8x with Foraigu Salt alone, I need ſay 

vo more of this Subject, and I fear I have Encroached too much upon your Lordſhips Time, by 

| Putting you to the Peruſal of ſo long a Letter, aud I hope your Lordſhip, will do me tho 
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Iuſtice co believe am, and ſhall be all my Life 
Juice to believe, that T am, an de all my Lile 
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